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sticking oh his face the silver coins which he receives as pay-
ment. It is perhaps worth pointing out that the ancients
attached silver coins by means of wax to statues from which
they believed they had derived benefit (Lucian, Philopseudes,
20). This custom has also survived in modern times, for
in Rhodes Sir Charles Newton saw people sticking gold
coins with wax on the faces of saints (Travels and Discoveries
in the Levant, i. p. 187), and in a church in Lesbos he saw
a gold coin stuck on the face of the Panagia, and was told
that it was a native offering for recovery from sickness (ib.
ii. p. 4). In the distant island of Celebes when a young
man is pleased with a girl at a spinning festival, he sticks
a silver coin on her brow so that it adheres ; if it is not
returned to him, his suit is accepted (B. F. Matthes, Einige
Eigenthumlichkeiten in den Festen und Gewohnheiten der
Makassaren und Buginesen^ p. 4, tire du vol. II. des Travaux
de la 6e session du Congres international des Orientalistes
& Leide).
4. HIDE-MEASURED LANDS x
Everyone knows how Dido bought as much land as could
be covered by an oxhide and then cutting the hide in strips
surrounded with them the site whereon she built her city
which thence received the name of Byrsa (Virgil, Aeneid i.
367 sq, ; Justin, xviii. 5). Similar stories are cited by Grimm,
Deutsche Rechtsalterthumer^ p. 90 sq. and R. Kohler, in
Orient und Occident\ iii. p. 185 sqq. To the parallels adduced
by them I would add the following:
(1)  In a Tartar story Jermak begs a chief to give him
land to the extent of a hide.    The chief grants his request.
Then Jermak cuts the hide into narrow strips, fastens a pole
in the ground, and tying one end of the thong to the pole
traces a circle, of which the full length of the thong is the
radius.    He then takes possession of the land included in
this circle and dwells there (W. Radloff, Proben der Volks-
litteratur der turkischen Stdmme Sud-Sibiriens} iv. p. 179).
(2)  In  a  Burmese   legend   King   Dwattabong   had   a
favourite female slave who asked for as much land as she
1 Reprinted from The Classical Review, vol. ii. No. 10 (December 1888),
p. 322.